A railroad youn can model

More track in the streets

A fine way to moke your roilroad seem larger

than it is and add interest at the same time

PHOTOS AND DATA BY DRYDEN L. PRENTICE

OT an odd corner on your layeut where

you would like to have a remarkabls
modeling festurs? 1 mesn something that
vigitors will ot least remark about?

How about a bit of track lsid in the
vity strest? Omnly a few inches of this
kind of modeling will sstablish the of-
fect. [t will make your railroad seem

a8

longer by bresking the track inte diffor-
it zones. It will provide a place where
you eon install a lot of deladled model-
work.

Tracks run through city streets in zl-
mogt every part of the conntry — to Bal-
fimore’s wharves, to Omaha's warshouses,
under the El in Brooklyn, past the uni=-
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Homei becoming businesses clong This street
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versity in Fort Colling; at one time many
a r station wae reached only by
tracks in the street: Loz Angeles snd
Syracuse, for examples  Last April David
Hichier deseribed =& stroot-and-ware-
houszes sitnation that exists todsy in
Colorado Springs; it once served a pas-
senger station. The material on these
mew pages comes from Dryden L. Pren-
tice, of Austin, Tex., and shows a situa-
tion in that city in sufficient detail for
you to model it without the need of drew-
ings. One photo offers you the cholce of
modern trackage or well-nged trockage
goon 1o be tu_t:l].:l.elsd_

“Here in Austin,” writes Prentive, *and
within a few blocks of the state capitel,
the Katy's Dallaz-San Antonio main line
runz through the edge of the business
district partly in street pavements. There
are a multitude of sidings serving ware-
houses, a hide-and-produce plani, a
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FQrdinarily, track iy lovelad in the bollask pi|t, but in this sirsstwork
the ballost wndecloy is leveled ocouralely with o power roller, sight, be
fore the trock i3 postioned. Mate the broken pavement abawe the ties of
elder track of left, A jpur brack o the waishsuse, upper righl, ends in the
two wheel bumpers sesn profruding from the driveway. Mote alis the prolec-
five buifer posts beside the warchouvse doors. +35ix mows of rimbers cover
the fiztops ot ecch side of the rails so the wpikes can be wncovered o
future times showld rodl repair or replocement be called for. The aree be-
twawn the rows of Embers, ol the flangeways will be filled to the proper

fowel with paramen minture, The ralls rest on tie plotes with shoek obsork-
ing puds bereath tham. Whee! in foregrewnd s pant of o reil-grinding rig.

laﬂiing rertheaitward ‘sa the main Ere and sidetrack cvrve thisugh &
sbroal inberasshiar, Beie the aircsadiisner “q.lina tower @n roof,

Thi mairline trock posies the seor oF the fead stare. The truck & ra-
ceiving chick feed from the elevetor via o eonvos chute. The rorks are
abour 14 feer (4.3 meters) in diometer, o littke less thon 40 fest tell

Ta unlood o tor of groin, the cor is spotied witk it deare shout whars
the eouples new (5 (Thiv ear is unloading croted or barreled goade at
o worehouse doar.) The sheat metal happer lying on the ground, cemter,
is erected ower on underground bel conveyor next I eithe: cor door.
A5 grain is pushed into thiz funnel it drops inte the convayor, whieh
Is oovered by rthe boords seen ul:lngl'id! the builing. The groln i3 el

Tha framawerk that supports the slevotor ranks iv simple box eoniirue-

svated by Fhe distan! rectungulor fower and is distributed by grovity
to any of the four elevatar tonks; ihe lifting of the groin gives this
bind of stoveturs the nome “elavotor.” Tanks lood lrucks by gravity,
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tion of rarous sizes of | beams incleding some diagenal ponel brocing.
Later this waos oveved with sheel metal. Gne end of the conveyer tower
'\DUI:I‘-Q con be seen in the fghr forveground, betwesn the 1we Tornels.
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newspaper plant, a large chili cannery,
and others.” ["Katy” iz the Missouri-
HKansas-Texazs KR ]

Omne interssting way to model sueh a
situation is to model the track as though
being relald, as in some of the phoelos.
This provides a lot more detall far visit-
Ing moedelers 1o study. Sirategically lo-
cated, the points of some of the turnouts
would be located in the open, 30 that only
a lew actually remain in pavement where
trouble is mere likely to eecur from
trapped gravel particles or other sources,

Ks.\r‘: track was doubled Ihruujm the
street area. Switching wae done on enr
track while the ethor was being relaid,

Track iz relaid by taking out the ald
track and tiez and exeavating a strip of
pavement about a foot wider than the
length of new ties that go in. This is
excavated 10 about 2 fee! below pavement
level.

Crushed rock is spread in this trough
] rolled Aat with @ miniature power
roller. The level of the surfece of the
gravel is such that the ties will bring the
railtops slighily above the general pave-
ment level. This ls because autemaohbiles
are less disturbed by reile being slightly
high than if slightly depressed in a pave-
maent.

Ties and track are mow laid in the wsual

Viswsd from oeroen the petaignaled meln tieck, the unlonding docks ore simpls timber offois. way and aligned perfectly.
Mats the metnl whesl bumpers in the canter of the phots. The well shructuss on the plotiorm ot Next, rows of stringers are lald along
It is & turkey foader randy for dalivery. Sign en pact indieotes ek in atiost 1o waaignalsd.  Each side of each rail. These are sgquare
In section except for undercutting to
clear the tie plates and spiketwads. The
stringers are just high eoough fe come
Mush with the railtops; I ecailroad tes
are of the proper height, they could be
uscd. Two rows of stringers are used out-
side cach rail, and one row inzide, leaving
& Aangewny which is filled to Hange lovel
with paving mix.

Thix construction makes the track prae-
tically integral with the pavement; yet
the stringers can be lifted out at any
time for rall renewal without digging up
the pavement generally.

The map shows the situation where the
rails leave the sireet. Both Haty and
Texas & New Ordeans (Southern Pa-
cificy use this lru.l:ka,ge_ Thizs situstion
could be made to fit a comer of a moded
railroad shelf layout merely by bending
the main tracks to the left as shown.

Feed delivered by railroad cars is belt-
convoyed frem under the track to storage
tanks, as shown in one pleture Later it iz
distributed by truck to farms. These ele-
vators wers new just a few years ago: one
picture shows them under construction,
The tanks are sluminum with red trim;
the concrete block bullding is blue and
white with red irim; letiering is white on
blue hackground. I you are modeling in
HO size, Suydam has o [N Chows
strecture kit which will furmnish you with
cither an entire structure or usoful ma-
terinl, signs, snd other paris for deco-
rating a free-lance structure of your swmn,

What's in the elovator tanks? That
would depend on the needs of the par-
ticular agricultural area, and sometimes
on the season, Prentice writes: “At the
time I took the photos pne tank contained
maize, one chick starfer, and two other
Main fine whers it hos just left street B 30 covered with grorel end dint yow conast we the  kinds of poultry feed: breiler and egglay-
Hes. In midin', note how sail rses o each side of irack. This contivees e bkl way wahil er mixes, Most of the ranchers hﬂfﬂm
treck ton reach @ bever-drained level, Mete shio poth warm threwgh weeds, porallel te teck.  their own corm or serghum fer cattle”
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